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Think of your home like the hub of a wheel, it’s 
where  you‘ll spend some of the most-cherished 
moments of your life. It’s vitally important this 
room is an extension of you, your family, and your 
friends. 

Decorating your home can be an overwhelming 
task. We all have nightmares about the frustration, 
indecision and expensive mistakes a redesign can 
have. 

There is nothing worse than finishing a room only 
to realize that you misjudged color, style, or some 

other crucial component that should have been 
ironed out at the beginning of the project. 

No one wants to spend all the time, money, and 
effort to create a space, only to end up with 
something less than perfect. 

So how do we get from here to perfect? 
With five simple and effective steps. 

We wrote this guide to make sure that the biggest 
mistakes in creating a space never, ever happen 
to you. From start to finish, here are simple 
and easy-to-implement design steps that we’ve 
learned through years of experience. 

No two homes should ever look the same. Your house is an extension of your
family’s personality, so it’s important that it be unique to you. 
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#1   Get Inspired: 

Find your inspiration, use it to develop your 
philosophy, and then define your style. This isn’t 
a one-size-fits-all scenario. There are various 
routes to take to get excited over your space, just 
remember to keep your eyes, ears, and mind open. 
Inspiration can come from just about anywhere. If 
you need help figuring that out, skip down a little 
way and see our list of sources for inspiration that 
we use to help our clients. 

First things first, you need to develop a “philosophy” 
for your home. This sounds high-minded, but it’s 
actually a super simple idea.

Pay attention to what makes you happy. It’s 
that simple. 

Use those items and ideas to define your 
philosophy and develop a style around it. Consider 
this: Do you love the color yellow or blue best? Are 
you happiest in quiet gardens or busy sidewalk 
cafes? Do you love to hang out in bookstores?  Do 
you daydream of the beach or mountains? What 
makes you inspired and content?  All of these 
things define your philosophy. Style is a reflection 
of how loved items can make you feel.Let’s figure 
out yours.

Let us remind you of the most important design 
rule there is: just let you be you. 

Don’t force yourself to love pieces just because 
you feel you should. Trends and styles come and 
go. Stay true to who you are. We are here to tell 
you -- it’s really OK if you don’t like the color grey. 
Never forget that your home is a reflection of 
your personality and what makes you happy. And 
even more importantly, it can change and grow as 
you do. This isn’t life and death, decorating and 
designing a space should be fun! 

Which style should you start with? Let us help.

There are 7 main styles that our customers tend 
to gravitate toward. What follows is our guide to 
each. 

• Modern Farmhouse
• Modern/Contemporary
• Rustic
• Industrial 
• Traditional 
• Bohemian
• Mission/Arts and Crafts 

 Lets get into it.  

DEVELOP YOUR PHILOSOPHY AND DEFINE YOUR STYLE  

   You’re going to be using this space (and furniture) for a long,  
   long time. That’s why it’s important not to rush into any
   designs just because you’re on a timetable. Take your time.   
   This is the fun part. 
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Search Modern 
Farmhouse if...

You like a little charm and 
folksy character in your day-to-
day life. 

Think muted, neutral tones with flowery 
patterns and flowy linen, everything 
feels fresh and comfortable. 

If old crockery style pottery, baskets, 
and farmhouse tables are your jam, 
this could be the perfect look for your 
house. Modern farmhouse has come 
back in a big way -- proving once again 
that the classics always stay classic.

 People who love Modern  

 Farmhouse should think about: 

• Reclaimed wood

• Distressed details

• Aged furniture with a patina

• Wide plank floors

• Open shelves

• Chicken wire baskets

• Mason jars

• Wrought iron light fixtures
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Search Modern and
Contemporary if...

You love sleek and simple in 
design. This is a furniture 
style that always seems to be 
in style -- even when it takes a 
few chances.

If minimalist design, open concept floor 
space, and monochromatic colors are 
what makes you happy, then modern 
is for you. One thing to note: you don’t 
want to go overboard with clutter in this 
style -- just a few statement accessories 
will do the job nicely. 

 People who love Modern and  

 Contemporary might enjoy:

• Black and white bases with 

pops of bold color

• Metal accents

• Reflective surfaces

• Layers of texture (sparingly)

• Large bold art pieces

• Clean lines

• Lots of hard angles
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Search Rustic if...
You want the feeling of the 
great outdoors, indoors.

If rough-hewn wood beams, rustic, 
rough accents like bowls and baskets, 
lots of plants, and natural materials 
make you happy you have a rustic 
style. Imagine yourself in an oversized 
cognac-colored leather chair next to 
the roaring fire in your stone fireplace 
overlooking the mountains. Now THAT 
is a rustic style. 

 People who love the Rustic 

 look should think about: 

• Jute or wool rugs

• Canvas and burlap

• Distressed woods

• Accessories with exposed 

wood

• Patinaed metal

• Earthy color palettes

• Natural stone accents

• Exposed architectural elements 
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Search Industrial if...
You are totally into the city. 
You love the loft look, open 
concept, concrete floors, 
exposed details like ductwork 
and brick walls.

This look is about being utilitarian and 
efficient. You’ve probably seen a lot of 
coffee shops going this route, and it’s 
true -- industrial is absolutely having 
a moment. This could be for you if 
you love the idea of repurposing and 
reinventing an old warehouse into an 
exciting new take on a loft space.

• Greyscale colors

• Ironworks

• Glass and Steel

• Masculine styles

• Vintage accessories like old 

clocks and exposed Edison-style 

lightbulbs

• Using salvaged or recycled 

materials

 People who love the Industrial 

 look should think about: 



The Foolproof Guide to Creating Your Dream Space

You are into the classic 
and timeless. You  love 
historical details, big crown 
molding, paneling, traditional 
architectural designs. You like 
tried and true design – dark, 
cherry wood, brass accents, 
rich dark colors, and stately 
textures.

A tufted red chesterfield sofa on a rich-
hued, antique, hand-knotted carpet 
might be right up your alley. You love 
your space to feel warm and inviting, 
but also tidy and controlled. Symmetry 
and balance are important – think two 
end tables with two lamps on either 
side of two sofas facing each other.  

Traditional design has more of a formal 
undertone than some of the other 
styles. The Traditional style is very 
popular, especially for families. If you 
love pouring over the latest issue of 
Southern Home or Martha Stewart this 
is the style for you. 

Search Traditional if...
 

• European Influences

• Refined pottery

• Decorative throws

• Framed landscape wall art

• Traditional prints on pillows 

(floral, paisley, plaid)

• Leather bound books 

 People who love the Traditional 

 look should think about: 
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Search Bohemian or 
Boho Chic if...

You want a free-spirited look 
with minimal upkeep. Lots 
of woven wall hangings and 
large plants and succulents 
mixed with plenty of rattan 
accessories. 

You are drawn to southwestern style 
patterns, things that are mismatched 
and flowy but still somehow work. You 
know, that handmade look. You love 
the ideas of layers of rugs, pillows, and 
throws. You tend toward muted color 
schemes – creams, dusky pinks, and 
oranges, or muted olive greens. You 
like a relaxed casual look that reflects 
an awareness of international culture 
and travel. 

This is a look you have to work especially 
hard at – it’s important to keep the room 
centered. Remember with Boho Chic 
we’re going for quirky and whimsical, 
not cluttered and wonky!  

• A key piece of furniture like a camel colored 

leather sofa to center your free-form identity 

and give unity to your space. 

• Dreamcatchers

• International flare

• Organic patterns

 People who love the Bohemian or 

 Boho Chic look should invest in: 
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Search Mission, Arts & 
Crafts or Craftsman if...

The idea of living in a 1920’s 
bungalow sounds right up 
your alley. This classic style 
focuses on simplicity and 
function without being overly 
ornate.

Lines of your room are straight and 
angular, with fun corbels for added 
texture. The furniture is functional 
and unstuffy. This style relies on lots 
and lots of solid wood furniture made 
with superior materials and master 
craftsmanship. Rich woods and unique 
grains are the stars of the show. 

Mission style design has a natural and 
warm feel to it. Think in terms of warm 
color tones like green, orange, gold, and 
burgundy. This style is often inspired 
by the genius of Frank Lloyd Wright. 
If your idea of fun is a sleepy Saturday 
afternoon, your favorite leather Morris 
chair by the stained glass window, a 
good book in front of you, then you 
definitely have heavy mission vibes. 

 Arts & Crafts or Craftsman  

 design should think about: 

 People who love Mission, 

• Hammered metal and stained glass

• Mortise and tenon joinery

• Hand-thrown pottery

• Natural cotton drapes

• Linen throws and accents

• Patterned pillows
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#2   Realistic & Intentional: 

One of our favorite designers, Lauren Liess, said, 
“Once a home has met all of our physical needs, 
we look to it to make us feel good and to bring 
us comfort and a sense of security. We ask more 
from a house than simply shelter. We want our 
homes to make us feel a certain way, and to do 
this, our house needs to have a mood.” - Habitat: 
The Field Guide to Decorating

We couldn’t agree more. There is a simple idea 
hidden in that quote that we can use to help us 
understand how to create the perfect space. 

 Creating the perfect space is      

 about blending three 

 important ideas:

FORM. FUNCTION. MOOD.

 

HOW YOUR SPACE AND LIFESTYLE FIT TOGETHER.  

   Your room gives you energy. What do you use it for?  
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Life happens. Crayons mark. Spills drip. That’s why 
it’s so important to be realistic with how you’re 
going to use your space and how it will make you 
feel. Here is a big question: how will this space be 
used and how should that dictate how my room 
looks?

Answering this might seem overly-simplistic or 
goofy, but it will say a lot about what you need 
and how to get there. If it’s a high-use space, 
perhaps darker colors or patterns might leave it 
looking nice — even when life stays hectic. Maybe 
it’s a quiet room for just you with lots of light and 
light colors. That’s good to know too.

Knowing the answer to this can give you (or an 
interior designer) a baseline for where you need 
to go. Remember, none of these answers are set 
in stone. This can change as you understand your 
space better. In all honesty, it will evolve as your 
tastes change and your family grows. Our advice?

 Just Get Started. 

Form: 
HOW YOUR SPACE AND LIFESTYLE FIT TOGETHER. 

We all have an idealized view of what our new, beautifully decorated space is going 
to look like. Unfortunately, our idealized view rarely matches reality. 
We all have an idealized view of what our new, beautifully decorated space is going 
to look like. Unfortunately, our idealized view rarely matches reality. 
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It means your space must work for you and your 
family’s everyday lives. Anything and everything 
you put into this space should be intentional and 
relate to its intended function or purpose. 

A white linen sofa, while absolutely stylish, will 
cause serious angst, regret, and tears in a house 
with kids or pets. Think about your day-to-day. Be 
realistic. This is the real world and not a catalog. 

As we design our spaces, we need to keep 
functionality and practicality at the front of mind. 
It’s not that hard, but it does take a little planning.  
Do you need a space for kids to do activities? 

Is there a television in the room? While you might 
want an all-purpose room that can do it all, 
getting real about how you actually use this space 
will help you focus your efforts. In the end, that 
attention will help you love the result that much 
more. 

 

Function: 
WHAT IS MY ROOM FOR?  

We’ve all heard it a million times – form follows function. But, what does that 
actually mean? 
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Mood: 
HOW DOES MY ROOM MAKE ME FEEL?

This might go without saying, but a kitchen or 
family room needs to feel different than a study. 
A bedroom needs to feel different than the dining 
room. It might seem obvious, but having a sense 
of tone and mood can go a long way in figuring 
out how to accessorize. 

For example, spaces with large, high windows and 
great natural light with lots of neutral colors and 
calm textures lend themselves to different moods. 
Different from a smaller darker space, with deep 
rich tones and lots of layered heavy textures. 
Rooms can match a variety of tones. What are you 
looking for? 

Cheerful, formal, playful, studious, cozy, happy, 
excited or relaxed?

While it’s important to have an overarching 
aesthetic or philosophy for your house, you can 
always play around with different moods for 
different spaces and rooms. Often people take 
that to mean color, and it does in large part mean 
that, but it can also be so much more. Furniture 
layout, rugs, texture, accessories, and lighting all 
play important roles in establishing mood. 

 

Finally, when decorating, you need to keep in mind the energy or mood you want 
the room to have. 
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#3   Get Some Help!

Work with a Professional

You can find a local interior designer that 
specializes in your style. If you don’t have the time 
to spare, or if you just feel really overwhelmed by 
the idea of starting a giant project (after you’ve 
bought a new house or something similar), a 
designer can be the way to go. Interior designers 
are experts at synthesizing the ideas you like into 
a coherent plan that works for your space.

A lot of interior designers are flexible in how they 
work. If the idea of hiring a professional for the 
full project is more of an investment that you can 
make, look for designers that offer consultations. 
Sometimes a consultation or two will give you 
enough to work off of to create your own dream 
space. It’s a reasonable option that can produce 
tangible results. 

Do your Homework –- Find your favorite 
Furniture Stores

Do some furniture store homework. You don’t 
want to drive around all day and go to ten 
different furniture stores. You’ve got better things 
to do!  What you do want to do is figure out the 
ideal combination of product, quality, and service 

PHILOSOPHIES, STYLES AND MOODS OVERWHELMING YOU?   

   If you are struggling, don’t be afraid to get some help!  There  
   are tons of helpful folks that can give you an idea of where you  
   need to go. You don’t have to do this by yourself.   

for your project. Furniture stores have different 
philosophies, styles and moods too. Trust us, 
taking the time to find the one that lines up best 
with your aesthetics now will definitely pay off 
later. 

Here’s an added bonus:  a lot of higher-end 
furniture stores offer complimentary design 
services. You get professional, interior design 
advice AND they assist you in selecting the right 
pieces. Design consulting and shopping done all 
in ONE place. If you have found your furniture 
store soulmate, like what they have, and think it’s 
a good fit -- then take them up on this service. It’s 
often the best way to make furniture shopping 
mistake free. In today’s busy world, this can be 
very helpful in getting your project completed on 
time and on budget so that you can move on to 
the fun stuff -- enjoying your new space with your 
family and friends. 

Whether you go with a full time designer, a few 
consultations, or use the in-house designer at 
your favorite store, it’s all about one thing: building 
relationships. Everyone wants to work with people 
they respect and trust. Doing so ensures that no 
matter what you end up with, you’ll have a space 
that’s built with love and care. 
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#3   
• 

 

 The Insider’s List of Interior  

 Design Resources:  

Books to get you started

• Home Body by Joanna Gaines
• Habitat: The Field Guide to Decorating by 

Lauren Liess
• The Decoration of Houses by Alexandra 

Stoddard
• Home: The Foundations of Enduring Spaces 

by Ellen S Fischer

Magazines for your lookbook

• Traditional Home
• Elle Décor
• Southern Living
• Better Homes & Gardens
• American Bungalow
• HGTV Magazine 

Websites and blogs for more inspo

• https://www.cocokelley.com/ 
• https://www.studio-mcgee.com/studioblog
• https://stylebyemilyhenderson.com/
• http://amberinteriordesign.com/projects/
• https://laurauinteriordesign.com/12-interior-

design-blogs-to-love-in-2019/
• https://laurenliess.com/pure-style-home/

https://www.amazon.com/Homebody-Guide-Creating-Spaces-Never/dp/006280197X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=homebody+by+joanna+gaines&qid=1573696462&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Habitat-Field-Decorating-Lauren-Liess/dp/1419717855/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Habitat%3A+The+Field+Guide+to+Decorating+by+Lauren+Leiss&qid=1573696484&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Habitat-Field-Decorating-Lauren-Liess/dp/1419717855/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Habitat%3A+The+Field+Guide+to+Decorating+by+Lauren+Leiss&qid=1573696484&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Decoration-Houses-Alexandra-Stoddard-ebook/dp/B00BKZGNXC/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+Decoration+of+Houses+by+Alexandra+Stoddard&qid=1573696502&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Decoration-Houses-Alexandra-Stoddard-ebook/dp/B00BKZGNXC/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+Decoration+of+Houses+by+Alexandra+Stoddard&qid=1573696502&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/New-York-School-Interior-Design/dp/0804137196/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=home%3A+the+foundations+of+enduring+spaces+by+ellen+fisher&qid=1573696526&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/New-York-School-Interior-Design/dp/0804137196/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=home%3A+the+foundations+of+enduring+spaces+by+ellen+fisher&qid=1573696526&sr=8-1
http://www.traditionalhome.com/
https://www.elledecor.com/
https://www.southernliving.com/
https://www.bhg.com/
https://www.americanbungalow.com/
https://www.hgtv.com/design/packages/hgtv-magazine
https://www.cocokelley.com/
https://www.studio-mcgee.com/studioblog
https://stylebyemilyhenderson.com/
http://amberinteriordesign.com/projects/
https://laurauinteriordesign.com/12-interior-design-blogs-to-love-in-2019/
https://laurauinteriordesign.com/12-interior-design-blogs-to-love-in-2019/
https://laurenliess.com/pure-style-home/
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#4   Your Pre-Shopping Homework
HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED BEFORE HEADING INTO ANY SHOWROOM.   

Your time is valuable, so let’s make the most of your shopping  
experience. The more of these you can check off before you 
shop, the more fun that experience will be. Here’s what you 
need to know before you head out the door to your favorite 
furniture store. 

 The Pre-Shopping Checklist 

Take pictures of your space. 

Nothing beats a visual representation. A picture 
is worth a thousand measurements. Pictures 
are really, really helpful when shopping. This is 
probably your number one communication tool 
when out shopping. 

Take measurements of the space. 

You need to have specs. My Grandpa used to have 
this saying about building anything: measure twice, 
cut once. It’s impossible to pick good furniture 
without accurate measurements. That also means  
measuring doorways, staircases. The furniture 
may fit in the room, but it has to get there first.

Bring pictures of items of inspiration you like. 

This helps communicate to your designer or 
furniture salesman the key elements to solve 

your room, or the overarching vision you need 
to realize for your space. 

Pictures of any furniture that’s staying. 

Notice what’s working and what isn’t. Is the sofa 
too big? Is the entertainment center too small 
for your new TV?

Make note of the room’s special features. 

Where are the windows and doorways? What 
is the ceiling height?  Where is that weird light 
switch located? Make note of anything else you 
think might affect your design ideas. 

Let a professional sketch your room to scale 
or give it a go yourself. 

You might think you already know this space like 
the back of your hand, but drawing it out can 
give you a different perspective on things. Don’t 
worry if you can’t draw a straight line. 
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This is about bringing your space to life on paper. 
No one is docking points for bad penmanship. Or 
better yet, have a professional design consultant 
do it with you. 

Painters Tape, painters tape, painters tape 
(once more with feeling). 

Using painters tape to map out how a piece 
might fit in your room can give you a better visual 
representation than just trying to map it out in 
your mind. It’s like the next level up from drawing 
it out. We are big believers in painters tape!

Schedule an in home consultation with your 
favorite furniture store. 

Lots of higher end furniture stores offer free in 
home design consultations. 
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#5   Start Small, Grow Big

Why? A plan for your house can help a room look 
a lot less stale, more thought out, and like it fits 
into a grand design scheme. If you don’t have a 
plan, you run the risk of having a lot of separate 
parts that don’t necessarily fit together. 

PLAN THE FURNITURE, THE ROOM, THE HOUSE. 

Everyone loves it when a plan comes together. You’re going to love 
it too. 
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Don’t Get too Big too Fast. 
Start With One Room.

Sure, you want the room of 
your dreams, but don’t let an 
overwhelming idea like that 
paralyze you from making 
choices in the short term.

Start small — go with the piece of 
furniture that initially spurred this 
feeling. Grow your space from one 
piece. 

This is an important enough idea that 
I’m going to repeat it: you don’t have 
to buy every piece of furniture all at 
once: you can just pick one. Furniture 
(especially quality furniture) is an 
investment. It’s OK to get one quality 
piece and grow gradually from there if 
it’s that’s what the budget allows. 

A good furniture store can help you 
decide the right purchase to get you 
started, but again -- trust your instinct. 
If you could change one thing about 
this room, what would it be? If it’s your 
bedroom, probably the best investment 
is a high-quality bed frame and a set of 
beautiful linens to complete the look. 
If it’s your dining room, maybe you do 
the table and chairs first and use an 
inexpensive rug and light fixture for 
now. It’s all about baby steps.
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Existing Furniture? It’s Time 
to Make Some Hard Decisions.

Do you know that overly-
happy organizing lady who 
talks about objects sparking 
joy all the time? Unfortunately, 
she’s totally right.

You might have a sentimental 
attachment to Grandma’s antique 
dresser, but if it just fills you with 
anxiety for how it’s going to fit into your 
new bedroom scheme -- it’s time to let 
it go. That’s OK! It doesn’t mean that 
you don’t love grandma anymore. We 
all love grandma!

Here’s one way to feel better about 
ditching the old stuff. Often, treasured 
family items can go to another family 
member who needs it more than you 
do. We’re not going to call it junk, but 
you know the phrase -- one person’s 
trash is another person’s treasure. 
You might not be into that old coffee 
table anymore, but your college-
graduating niece who needs a couple 
inexpensive (free) pieces to fill out her 
first-time studio apartment might really 
appreciate it. Even better -- take it to the 
Salvation Army and know that someone 
will walk away extremely happy. 
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What’s Going On With the 
Rest of the House?

Now that you know what 
furniture should stay and what 
should go, it’s time to think 
about how this room will relate 
back to the rest of your house.

It’s ok if it doesn’t totally match up, at 
least initially, but eventually, you’re 
going to have to think about a cohesive 
look. If you don’t have one now, what’s 
your plan to get there? 

Think about those initial design 
concepts back from Step 1. How do 
they fit together? This leads us to our 
final thought.
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What is Your Budget? Time 
Versus Money.

It’s good to be realistic about 
how much time, money, and 
energy you’re willing to put 
into your house. If you don’t, 
these projects can go on 
indefinitely.

This isn’t the kind of thing that you 
figure out on the fly, so be clear about 
the budget you have. Making a budget 
and sticking to it will actually free you 
up to be more creative in other ways.

Having a clear timeframe and budget 
means less stress. Whenever you can 
minimize stress with large projects, we 
highly recommend it. In fact, we think 
that’s a good rule for life in general: 
more fun, less stress. 
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Your Dream Room
is Waiting!

Now that you’ve got the skills, 
it’s time to get started on your 
project. 

After all, a home isn’t just a house and 
furniture, it’s the love and memories 
that get shared inside it. You’re ready 
to start the journey of a lifetime and 
we’d love to be apart of it. 

Look for more emails from The Amish 
Craftsman that will show you how you 
can implement these skills and what 
pieces are the most important to get 
you going. It’s time to build your dream 
room, we’re here to help. 

The Amish Craftsman
5555 Washington Ave Ste M
Houston, TX 77007

amishcraftsmanfurniture.com
713-862-3444
info@amishcraftsmanfurniture.com

 We’re Excited For You, 

 Let’s Do This Thing. 

http://amishcraftsmanfurniture.com 

